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KENWOOD CABINET REPAINTING BASICS 
( Written by: Mark Gilger, WB0IQK ) 

 
The following procedures can be used in repainting the typical gray radio cabinets, or any other cabinet with 
proper paint match. The results are excellent, with the end product being almost undetectable from the 
original. The final step includes procedures for adding a spackle finish.  
 
The supplies needed are:  

 Krylon #K01318 Gray Primer. 
 Ace Hardware "RUST STOP" ... "MACHINE & IMPLEMENT" ... 

"Ford Grey Gloss"  
 Rust-Oleum Engine Enamel # 248955, Color Name Cast Coat Iron, 11 OZ Can $5.99, 

Obtained at Auto Zone for painting the front panel bezel and the rear fan. It will provide an 
almost perfect match.  

 #600 grit Silicon Carbide waterproof sandpaper, often referred to as “Wet Sand”. 
 #1000 grit Silicon Carbide waterproof sandpaper. 
 #1500 or #2000 grit Silicon Carbide waterproof sandpaper. 
 3m sanding block. 
 #52, .063 inch drill bit. 
 Windex window cleaner or Denatured Alcohol. Do not substitute. 
 Air compressor or compressed air spray can. Used for PC cleaning. 
 Krylon Clear Matte Finish # 12091 

 
Surface Preparation: 

 Clean grime from surface area with Windex, or soap & water.  
 Put #600 grit sandpaper on the 3M sanding block and with a small amount of running water, start 

lightly sanding the entire surface. Be careful not to sand over any of the silk screen wording on the 
lower cabinet section.  

 Typical of an old cabinet are minor, or sometime major scratches and paint chips. No mater how 
small, you can not under prepare these area’s. If you fail to prepare correctly, you will have an 
otherwise nice paint job, but you will still be able to see the scratch.  
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 After the minor light sanding of the entire cabinet, now concentrate on the area’s with defects. You 
need to meet two goals. (1) you need to feather the area. Feathering the area simply means that you 
sand the defect area to around 4 – 5 times it’s original size making sure there is a gradual transition 
from painted area to bare metal. (2) When feeling the area with you finger, you should not be able to 
feel defects or the transition from painted area, to bare metal.  

 Once the cabinet has been sanded, spray the entire area with Windex or Denatured Alcohol. Do not 
substitute. Try and not touch the prepared surface with your bare hands. You don’t want any hand 
oils present on the prepared surface. If you do touch it, clean area with Windex and let dry. 

Priming: 
 With the Krylon #K01318 Gray Primer, or similar good quality gray primer, prime the prepared 

surface with 3 or more light coats. Let the surface completely dry before applying the next coat. If 
you prefer, you can also prime the entire cabinet, but excellent results will be obtained by just doing 
the effected area’s. 

 Once the primer is completely dry, wet sand the entire cabinet with  #1000 grit sandpaper. 
 Once again, verify the surface is smooth and defects can no longer be detected by rubbing your bare 

fingers across the surface. If no defect can be felt, proceed to the next step, if defects are still 
detectable, redo preparation steps before proceeding. 

 Spray the front lip area with compressed air to blow out trapped water from the inside overhang lip.  
 Let cabinet dry for several hours in the direct sunlight.  

Painting: 
 With Windex, spray the cabinet to make sure the area is clean and let dry. 
 With a smooth back and forth motions, spray the cabinet with specified paint. For best results, do 

not get any closer than 12 inches from the cabinet. Spray 3 or more coats, letting it completely dry 
between coats until the desired results are obtain. 

 Sand the entire cabinet again very lightly with #1500 – 2000 wet dry sand paper using the 3M 
sanding block and plenty of water until no rough area’s are detectable. 

Painting Spackling: 
 With the proper drill bit, ream out the spray 

button hole. For the paint I’m using, a .040 inch 
drill works best. The idea is to enlarge the spray 
hole to a point where the paint sprays out more in 
drops, instead of a fine mist. You might need to 
experiment with drill bit sizes until the desired 
results are obtained. I’ve found the #51 bit works best for the Drake cabinets. 

 Inconsistencies in color shades can be smoothed out using Krylon Matte Finish #12091. Spray at a 
distance of maybe 2 feet gives good, even consistency.  
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 Using the specified paint,  positioned about 2 feet from the cabinet, using smooth back and forth 
motions, spray a light coat across the entire cabinet surface until the desired spackling effect is 
obtained.  

 In most cases, you can make an ultra light sanding with the #1500 - 2000 sandpaper over the silk 
screened area to remove any paint ridges created by the tape. 

 
 
The Finished Prodcut: 
 
                 The Original (Left)  The Repaint (Right) 
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 Repainted small side cover showing color match against two TS-830's with original paint. Picture 
provided by W0HR.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Rust-Oleum Engine Enamel # 248995, Color Name Cast Coat Iron, Obtained at Auto Zone for 
painting the front panel bezel.  

 
 


